
School Committee Meeting 

December 11, 2008 

 

 

Present:  Mrs. Susan Genthner, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jane Miller, Mrs. Jenny 

Garneau, Dr. Timothy Lepore, and Dr. Robert Pellicone. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM in the high school cafeteria. 

 

An update on the budget timeline was added to the agenda. Dr. Lepore moved to approve 

the agenda as amended.  Mrs. Miller seconded.  So voted. 

 

Presentations and discussions: 

 

Budget Timeline Proposal:  Review of budgets will take place on December 16 and 18.  

On January 6 review the entire budget; January 8 – public hearing; January 13 – vote to 

adopt the budget to present it to the FinCom.  Dr. Lepore moved to approve the revised 

timeline.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 

 

FY 2010 School Department Budget Discussions: 

 

Community School:  Mrs. Proch explained that their budget was not part of the 

Nantucket Public Schools budget and was funded partially by town appropriation.  The 

Community School’s grants have been cut and they are not looking to add anything 

except for off-island trips.  A meeting with the fire department showed ways to shut 

down parts of the building for cost savings and still maintain safety. 

 

Technology Department:  Mrs. McGonigle reported that a 1.0 staff member will be 

reduced and this will have a direct impact on support services.  E-RATE funding will be 

applied for to help offset the costs of the web portal.  Mrs. Miller would like to see a 

comparison of other schools’ costs and would like to hear how computers are being used 

K-12. 

 

Athletic Department:  Mr. Maury reported that proposed reductions in his department 

include eliminating sub-varsity level of football, elimination of sub varsity level of girls’ 

soccer, and a reduction of game schedules. Additional outside funding, fundraising, and 

possible user fees will also be investigated. 

 

Special Education:  Ms. Locario reported that no new funds were being requested or 

anticipated at this time.  She does anticipate receiving two grants which will be used for 

non-salaried service providers and will look at redistributing existing funds to new areas 

of need.  Proposed staff cuts included three TA’s at the high school; 1 special education 

teacher, 1.4 pre-school teachers,  at NES, and 9 TA’s; 2.5 TA’s at the middle school and 

consultants. 

 



Comments from the Public:  A member of the audience commended the language-based 

learning disabilities classroom at the middle school.   

 

Next meeting date:  December 16, 2008 at 6:00 PM.  Budget presentations will be heard 

from facilities and the central office.   

 

By roll call vote, which was unanimous, the Committee adjourned to executive session at 

6:00 PM for the purpose of discussing non-union contracts.  The Committee would not 

reconvene in regular session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


